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In the course of preparation of the first syste¬ 
matic list of the existing vegetation of the island 
of Rameswaram and its ecology (Rao et ah 1964) 
writer came across Ipomoea tuba, a strand climbei 
with big white ^ tubular flowers in the southern 
coastal tidal areas of the island, me occurrence 
of this plant is not mentioned for the former 



Ipomoea tuba (Schlecht.) G. Don 
A. Flowering branch. B. Sepals surrounding the capsule. 
G. Capsule with a sepal reflexed against the pedicel. D. Seeds. 

Madras Presidency by Gamble, However, the occur¬ 
rence of this species has been mentioned from 
Bombay, Bassein, Mumbra and Belikeri in N. 


Kanara (Santapau & Patel, 1961). I11 Central 

National Herbarium there are some specimens col¬ 
lected by Talbot from N. Kanara, two sheets from 
Laccadive islands by H. M. I. M. investigators and 
also from Little Coco islands by Dr. King’s col¬ 
lector. 

Ipomoea tuba (Schlecht.) G. Don, Gen. Syst. 4: 271, 
1838 ; Oostotroom in Blumea 3: 575 & FI. Males. 
I, 4(4): 487. Convolvulus tuba Schlecht. in 
Linnae 6: 735, 1831. C. grandiflorus Jacq. Hort. 
Vindob. 3: 39, t. 69, 1776. Ipomoea grandiflora 
Clarke in FI. Brit. Ind. 4: 1883, non Lamk. 1791. 
nec Roxb. 1832. I. longiflora Cooke, FI. Pres. 
Bombay 2: 246, 1905, non R. Br. 1810. 

An extensive glabrous twiner. Stem woody, 
greenish at first but straw-coloured in mature parts. 
Leaves orbicular or ovate, deeply cordate with 
rounded base, acuminate at the apex. Inflorescence 
axillary, one-or few-flowered ; peduncles *2-7 cm long; 
pedicels angular, 1-3 cm long, in fruit becoming 
clavate. Sepals long, orbicular, coriaceous, the inner 
ones thinner and slightly longer than the outer, all 
accrescent in fruit and enclosing the capsule as a 
cup; at. length reflexed against the pedicel. Petals 
white, 8-10 cm long, tube cylindrical. Stamens in¬ 
cluded, epipetalous, hairy at the base. Ovary glabr¬ 
ous. Capsule globular, 2-3.25 cm long, 2-celled, 
4-valved. Seeds 4, 8-10 mm long, black, densely 
tomentose with short hairs and with longer serice¬ 
ous hairs along the edges. 

Rameswaram island, southern shore near tidal 
areas, T. A. Rao 597, 1427 ; 22-12-1960, 13-6-1962. 
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